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American Civil Liberties Union Fund 
OF THE National Capital Area 

1400 - 20th Street NW, Suite 119, Washington, DC 20036-5920 / (202) 457-0800 

■^<^.^V 'Z^K^f T'/.^IJ^'^^'' tEGAL DIRECTOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

^^«C^ Sara Kane Fntz Mulhauser Arthur B. Spitzer , Johnny Barnes 

www.aclu-nca.org 
June 5, 2007 

SPECiAfctEGAtMAa ^ 

OPEN IN INMATE PRESENCE ONLY 

Mr. Larry Epps 

DCDC #188-413 (Fed. Reg. No. 36966-118) 

DC Jail 

1901DSt.,S.E. 

Washington, DC 20003 

Dear Mr. Epps: 

We received your request for assistance with a pending suit about your old criminal case and related events, 
and also assistance with a new complaint you would like to file concerning your recent experience with parole 
(violation, arrest, incarceration, and hearing). The first began last year when you initiated the civil action Epps v 
Howes. Case No. 06-00717 (RMC) in federal court here. You are suing Paul Howes, the Assistant U.S. Attorney who 
prosecuted you in 1988 and got you to plead guilty to a serious charge of which you say you were innocent You are 
also sumg the Attorney General, the U.S. Parole Commission, and the District of Columbia for actions at trial, while 
you were in custody, and in connection with your parole. Many claims lack dates and details. We read your materials 
carefully but we regret we can't offer you legal help. 

As you may know, ACLU is a private nonprofit organization entirely supported by members and contributions. 
ACLU exists to preserve and extend the rights and privileges found mainly in the Bill of Rights. These include the 
freedoms of speech, press, and religion; the right to be free of illegal discrimination; and the right to be free of abusive 
police conduct. We can take only a few cases each year, since each must be done by a volunteer attorney in private 
practice who contributes the time necessary. Thus with some exceptions we concentrate on "test cases" that raise an 
unusual or unsettled question of civil liberties, where our participation can help a large group of people if we can 
establish better principles of law. 

You said that, in the first case, you have prevailed so far and also that you are approaching a court date. The 
up-to-date federal court docket (see enclosed) doesn't show eitiier. The case has barely started. After a year's delay 
the papers were served. Then in May 2007 the Attorney General and the U.S. Parole Commission were granted an ' 
extension of time for their very first step ~ answering your complaint. They have till June 27. 

We don't know the facts of your case, of course, but note a variety of general difficuWes along the road ahead: 

• statute of limitations may have run (the actions are many years ago) unless you are covered by an exception; 

• prosecutorial immunity (Assistant U.S. Attorneys are immune fixjm suit for actions in their prosecutorial 
capacity); 

• you can't undo a plea of guilty and a crimmal conviction accepted in open court by a civil suit years later 
saying it was a mistake; 

• no claim will be heard against the District unless a Notice of Claim was filed within six months of an injury; 

• suit against a government agency requires showing injury was caused by a custom or policy. 
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Mr. Larry Epps 
June 5, 2007 
Page 2 

You also asked for representation in a second case — contained in a draft complaint against the U.S. Parole 
Commission and two CSOSA officers in connection with your experience last fall with a parole violation arrest on a 
warrant dated 8-25-06. You said you won at the hearing stage but suffered loss of earnings and other damages from 
being locked up. , 

You also enclosed papers that suggest you have further parole violations to deal with - a warrant 
application dated April 4 this year for failure to submit urine tests, dirty urine, and criminal charges. 

We didn't understand the legal theory of the main claim in your proposed complaint. It was great you could 
show that th e geveHiment^ould jiotyove^youjviolatedlhe terms of youx^Lobation (as clmr^djn^thejwgn-ant last 
year). The standard of proof is low for the government (only preponderance of the evidence, not, as in criminal 
cases, beyond a reasonable doubt) and they can usually meet it with shaky evidence, as I have leamed from PV 
cases I did when I was a defense attorney. You said you had "medical reasons" for drug test results. 

But why does that show the actions of CSOSA and others who charged you were unlawful and they 
therefore owe you damages for the resulting incarceration? As long as there was probable cause to believe you had 
committed violation(s), a low standard also, aren't the actions of authorities to hold you accountable therefore 
lawful? Consider normal criminal cases: don't you agree that an arrest is lawfijl if it's based on probable cause, 
even if the person is eventually found not guilty of any offense? Otherwise, every single person ever arrested and 
found not guilty would successfully sue police. You may want to clarify your complaint to make your main point 
clearer. (You had other points about the procedure and we have no idea if they are viable claims or not.) 

The defendants are highly likely to file a Motion to Dismiss your earlier case, Epps v. Howes, and at that 
time you should renew your request to the court for appointed counsel. It can't hurt. We will not be able to 
correspond further about the litigation you wrote about, but wejvish vou good luck. 





Fritz Mulhauser 



Staff Attorney 
Enclosure (docket) 
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XI. LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

American University Law Clinics - 4801 Mass Ave, NW 20016 

(202)274-4140, Fax (202) 274-0659 

Provides supervised law student representation to low-income individual and 

organizations. All applications are processed through the clinic's intake office 

Civil Practice Clinic - David Chavkin , Director 

Direct legal representation in cases involving: bankruptcy; consumer; family law; health; 

housing; public benefits; and special education. 

Community and Economic Development Clinic - Susan Bennett, Director 

Provides transactional legal services for client groups engaged in different kinds of 

neighborhood-based community development. 

Criminal Justice Clinic - Binny Miller, Director 

Direct legal representation for persons charged with juvenile and misdemeanor criminal 

offenses in Montgomery County, MD. 

Domestic Violence Clinic - Margaret Johnson - Director 

Legal representation for victims of domestic violence seeking civil protection orders. 

International Human Rights Law Clinic - Richard Wilson, Director 

Legal representation to individuals, families or organizations with issue s involvi ng 

international human rights and domestic political asylum. jSpanislj 

Federal Tax Clinic - Janet Spragens, Director 



Legal representation for low-income individuals with IRS controversies. Clinic does not 

fill out tax returns or provide accounting services or referrals. 

Women and the Law Clinic - Ann Shalleck, Director 

Handles matters involving domestic violence; child neglect and support; and other legal 

matters that help client avoid further legal difficulties. 

Ayuda, Inc. - 1707 Kalorama Road, NW 20009 

(202) 387-4848, Fax (202) 387-0324, www.avudainc.org 

Mauricio Vivero, Executive Director, ext 29 

Anna Sykes, Immigration Managing Attorney, ext 34 

Michelle Exline, Clinica Managing Attorney, ext 25 

Legal advocacy; immigration; political asylum; family visa petitions; naturalization; 

battered spouse waivers. Domestic violence; CPO, child custody & support- 



Spanish - French 



Bread for the City (Operates two legal clinics) 

1525 7"' St., NW 20001, (202) 332-0440, Fax (202) 745-1081 

1640 Good Hope Road, SB 20020, (202) 561-8587, Fax (202) 574-1536 

www.breadforthecitv.org 

Landlord/tenant and public benefits; family issues (child support, custo dy, dome stic 

violence); weekly employment legal clinic. jSpanish 



< Directory 2006 Resources > ^^^ 
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Catholic Charities (DC) (Archdiocesan Legal Network) -924 G Street NW 
(202) 772-4324, Fax (202) 772-4402, Jim Bishop, Program Director 
Legal assistance and representation: child custody; consumer debt^ankruptcy domestic 
violence; employment disputes; guardianships; landlord-tenant disputes; public benefits- 
wills. Appointment line (202-628-4263^ Mon-Fri 9:30am-12:30pm. Free to low fee' 



Spanish, French, Korean, Tagalong 



Center for Immigration Law & Practice 

4900 Connecticut Avenue, NW 20008 

(202)362-0120. Fax (202) 362-0121, e-mail: drivera.cilp@veri7.on.nef 

David Rivera, Supervising Attorney 

Immigration legal assistance; Asylum; Green Card Applications; Family Reunification 

Petitions; Deportation Hearings; Naturalization. Call for r ates and a ppointments. Best 

hours to call 10am to 3pm Mon - Thurs. No walk-ins. [Spanislj 



Central American Resource Center (CARECEN) 

1460 Columbia Road, NW, 20009 www.carencendc.nrp 

(202) 328-9799, Fax (202) 328-7894, Saul Solorzano, Director 

Legal assistance with work authorizations; document t ranslatio ns; asylum applications; 

family visas; naturahzation assistance. |Spanish| 



Children's Law Center (CLC) 901 15* Street, NW Suite 500, 20005 

(202) 467-4900, Fax (202) 467-4949, www.childrenslawcenter.org 

Judith Sandalow, Executive Director, isndalow@childrenslawcenter.org ' 

Free legal services to at-risk children, their families, foster and kinship caregivers. Focus 

IS cases involving: adoption, custody, special education, government benefits and 

domestic violence. 

Columbus Community Legal Services -3602 John McCormack Rd., NE 20064 
(202) 319-6788, Fax (202) 319-6780, Ellen M. Scully, Director 
Landlord-tenant; small claims; benefits, employment; general htigation. Family abuse 
(CPO primarily) and homebound elderly projects. No criminal or juveni le or wor kman's 
compensation cases. Free for income eligible DC residents. | Spanish! 



Counsel for Child Abuse & Neglect (CCAN) 

H. Carl Moultrie I Courthouse for D.C.; 500 Indiana Ave., NW Room #4415 20001 

(202) 879-1406, (202) 879-1304, Beverly Gibbs, Social Worker 

(202) 879-1301, Wilma Brier, Director 

Facilitates & trains appointed lawyers representing indigent parents & children in civil 

abuse & neglect cases. 



< Directory 2006 Resources ► 
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repairs) Bankruptcy clinic seminarrandnirM ""' ^'''''''°" °' ^^^"^^ to make 

services o.ec.LL<cesp=SSLTreT;r„sr^:^^^^^^^ 

Judith M. Conti, Co-Director "^"^ 

!;^"r"s"dt~r r "'"'""^ ^'"P"'^'"^" '^" -"-■ cases generally . 

ev.,n,.p„.„Spn.,,640Gj„„peRoad.SB^Ioo555rd4^Z„rs:^^^^^^^ 

{Spanish | 

a02;6M47Q«"p'"!'on!!.^""'''-'''""'^'«"'NW. Suite 300 20004 



°f ;7'7?0323"F!f ^02f7T^?,'^''^''''' '"'-'"' ^°"" '^^ ^ «25 20008 
PhiliiE i Fax (202) 775-0315, www.dcnrisnn^rh^lp „.„ 

R™TSc^"H""7f '"r?- '^^ I-8e,Ree„„y Project Manager 
and Seagate neS'" " '"""™°' ^' "«""^ released confinement issues 
Priorhv m he^r^na 17?^ °" P"'™"' "^""^ ""S"™" '^'^ 8™eral prison issues, 

raority to health and safety issues, especially HIV-reiated cases. 
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Indigen, and low-income tafuv;^SfT^^ "^ ^"'""'"' '^""'= D'-""^ 
fmiZ:1:7l:,^r^'^'*y Con-^-nity Legal a.n.c 

CaJl for Appomunent. Mus, meet indigent income guidelines. M 
Emergency Domestic Relations Project (W.E AVE) 



DC Superior Court Bldg 
500 Indiana Avenue, NW Suite 4235 
(202) 393-6290, Fax (202) 662-9539 
Helen Hall, Program Manager 
I Mon-Fri 8:30am to 3:30p m 



Domestic Violence Intake Centers (W.E.A.V.F 1 



Greater SE Hospital (Medical Services Bldg) 

1328 Southern Avenue, SE Suite 311 

(202) 561-3000 

Helen Hall, Program Manager 

Mon-Fri 8:30am to 3:30pm 



(^02^29^7"^ ^ p Tl'^ ^"™'*^* J"^^'^^ C""'^ 1 ^ 1 F St.. NW, Room 130 
202) 662-9575, Fax (202) 662-9681 e-mail: Scriven@law n.nr ^.t.„,n ..., 

John Copacmo, Director; Criminal Justice Clini^ ^ 

Adults charged w/ misdemeanor offenses (DC Superior Court). Cases assigned by Court. 

Alternafve Depute R«oIuM„„ Clinic: Law smdents mediale dispufes of smaU cl^m' 
"Cin^tSr"- ^---'«-d^ougai>CSupe.o?Con„. Z'^\ 

Law Foundation of Prince George's County 

P.O. Box 329, HyattsviUe, MD 2078 1 (Mailing Addres.s) 

no iT«i??.l".^F'" ^''^^°'''' Courthouse, Upper Marlboro, MD 

Reni ;? '■ ^"" ''''^ '''-''''' ""''' T- ^°"-^y' Executive Director 
Rep esents low-mcome mdividuals with matters in Prince George's County Courts 
mvolvmg: family law; domestic violence; small claims; tenant matter; and elder7aw 
Representation available in English and Spanish. Telephone mtake: Tues, Thur Fri 
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9am - noon. Walk-in clinic inside Upper Marlboro Court House. Mon, Wed Fri 9am - 
noon. (Must sign-in between 9-1 lam.) 

lime^'uf^f'^ntl^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^^ -666 1 1'^ St., NW, #800 20001 

(202) 628-1161, Fax (202) 727-2132, www.le.alaiddr n.-^ Jonathan Smith Director 
Free o md.gent D.C, MD & VA resident (cases must occur in DC only) tri^ income 
gmdehnes. landlord/tenant; disabihty; public benefits: family law - custody vs"Z 
guardianship only. Walk-ins accepted. |s^^ ^' ''''"^"°"' 



Legal Counsel for the Elderly -601 E St., NW 4'" Floor 20049 

sl'Ltf;.nJ^'''lf'\'''^^^^^ Jniay@AARP.org Jan Allen May, Director 
Serv ces (60+); disability claims (55+); income guidelines; public benefits; wills; pension 
problems; evictions; landlord-tenant; consumer litigation; community education- 
protective services; housing; foreclosures; nursing homes; civil matters & money 
management. Long term care ombudsman monitoring quality care of DC licensed 
nursing, board and care homes. Call for appointment. 

n^rSfl^o^^?.^^^^^'^''^'^ ^^^^^' affiliated) -1221 Massachusetts Ave., NW 20005 
(202) 628-4263, James D. Bishop, Director 

Civil legal assistance to indigent and low-income persons, strict income guidelines- 
government entitlements; housing; labor and employment; insolvency/bankruptcy- ' 
domestic relations; wills; probate; guardianship. Client teleEhone intake: Mon, Wed 
Ihur.Fri 9:30am to noon Tues.9:30am to 4pm. ' 




\ 
\ 




Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division, 500 Indiana Ave. NW 20001 
(DC Superior Court), (202) 879-1479, Fax (202) 879-4619, Karen Liechmin, Director 
Alternative dispute resolution-mediation; arbitration (binding and non-binding); neutral 
case evaluation. Case types: Civil actions (over $200); Family child support, visitation, 
iaxj)rob^e, Citizenjion-filed disputes. Monday -Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm. No cost. 

Neighborhood Legal Services ^~^ 

701 4"' St., NW (main office) 20001, (202) 682-2700, (202) 682-2735 
1213 Good Hope Road, SE 20020, (202) 678-2000, Brenda Harding, Execufive Director 
hree to indigent D.C. residents (strict incomes guidelines): consumer rights; family law- 
public benefits; public assistance; social security and unemployment; employment and ' 
housing discrimination. 4'" Street, NW office serves NE/NW residents; Good Hope Road 
ottice serves SE/SW residents. All Spanish-speaking persons call (202) 682-2700. 

Our Place, DC. - 801 Pennsylvania Ave. SE 20003 

(202) 548-2400, Fax (202) 548-2403 www.ourDlacedrnra 

Kathleen Creamer, Legal Director 

Legal support services for women returning to the community from prison/jail. Provides 

direct legal assistance with: landlord/tenant challenges; parole matters (hearings, parole 

decisions, parole grant letters); sexual harassment claims; denial of public benefits- power 
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of attorney agreements; uncontested divorces; obtaining medical or institutional files 
Legal chnic hours: Tuesday 8am to 4pm, Friday 8am to 3pm 

Public Defender Service - (Civil Legal Services) 

633 Indiana Avenue, NW @ 601 Pennsylvania Ave., NW Suite 1 10 20004 
(202)628-1200, Fax (202) 824-2521, Paula Scott, Coordinator 
Handles wide range of cases involving the collateral consequences of a criminal arrest 
conviction, or an extended period of incarceration such as civil forfeiture, eviction, denial 
ot public benefits, termination of parental rights, deportation and academic expulsion 
special Education Advocates ensure that youth receive an appropriate diagnostic 
^sse^smenrandwhere appropriate, secure alternative educational programs. 

Public Defender Service (Community Defender Program) 

680 Rhode Island Avenue, NE, Suite H-5, 20002 

(202)824-2801, Fax (202) 383-9819, James Berry, Chief 

Juvenile Services Program: Mary Grace Rook, Coordinator 

Assists youth detained and committed through the delinquency system, including youth at 

Uak Hill Youth Center, as well as youth in residential placements. 

Community Re-entry Program: Kelly P. Salzmann, Coordinator 

Provides legal education, referrals and services to DC Code offenders. Areas of legal 

education include: employment; housing; and family law. Facilitates critical support 

services to re-entrants by maintaining partnerships with community based organizations 

Institutional Services Program: Brian Roberts, Coordinator 

Monitor and protect legal rights of incarcerated DC Code Offenders 

Community Outreach and Education: educates the local community of their legal 
rights. ^ 

Public Defender Service - Mental Health Division 

St. Elizabeths Hospital, Barton Hall #1 15 20032 

(202) 645-4999, Fax (202) 645-7761, Harry J. Fulton, Chief 

Appointed by the court to represent indigent clients facing involuntary civil/criminal 

commitments. 

Public Defender Service, Parole Division 
633 Indiana Ave., NW, 20004 
(202) 628-1200 Ohnda Moyd, Chief 

Representation for indigent clients at Probable Cause Hearings and Parole Revocation 
proceedings before the United States Parole Commission; Attorneys also file parole 
related civil actions in the DC Superior Court and the United States District Court for the 
District ot Columbia in an effort to protect Constitutional and statutory rights of clients. 
Attorneys offer advice, assistance and advocacy for DC Parolees who reside in the 
community. -'Duty Day" assistance for the community. Requests for parole related 
assistance are accepted in person, in writing, and hv telephone. 
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University Legal Services - 220 1 St., NE Suite 130 20002 

(202) 547-4747, Fax (202) 547-2083, Jane M. Brown, Director 

SonjaVega, Intake Coordinator www.uls-dc.orP 

Protection and advocacy for individuals with developmental disabilities and/or mental 

Illness. Works to assure that persons with disabilities enjoy full rights of self- 

determmation, are free from harm, are afforded due process, are able to develop 

physically, emotionally and intellectually, and to be included in community life. 

Washington Lawyer's Committee for Civil Rights & Urban Affairs 

1 1 Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 400, 20036 

(202)319-1001, Fax (202) 319-1010, Spanish: (202) 319-1015 

Roderick Boggs. Executive Director, www.washlawora 

Direct (pro bono) legal services in issues involving: employment discrimination, fair 

housing; public accommodations; immigration & asylum; public education Work 

focuses on immigrant access to services and other benefits. Eligibility on a case-by-case 

basis. Call intake extension Mon-Fri 9:00am to 5:30pm. 

Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless, Inc 

1200 U Street, NW, 3^"^ Floor, 20009 

(202)328-5500, Fax (202) 328-5515, www.legalclinir or^ 

Patricia Mullahy Fugere, Director, Queen Kuenyehia, Intake Coordinator 

Representation in all civil legal matters: public benefits; housing; employment \ 

immigration; etc.; impact litigation; legislative and policy-related issues. Advice and \ 

advocacy. Inter views at the 9 shelters/ soup kitchens helnw 



Charlie's Place 
1830 Connecticut Ave., NW 
(202) 232-3066 
2"''Tues/month7:5Qam- 8:50am 



Church of the Brethren 
337 North Carolina Ave., SE 
(202) 547-5924 

Wednesdays 12:15pm -l:l:I5pm 
' CCNV Shelter 
425 2"" Street, NW 
(202)393-1909 



WLCH Intake Sites 



Dinner Prog Homeless Women 

945 G Street NW 

(202)737-9311 

Tuesdays 6: 15pm - 7: 15pm 



Mondays 7pm to 9pm 



Downtown BID 

945 G Street, NW 

(202) 393-5400 

Thursdays 8: 15am - 9: 15am 



Miriam's Kitchen 

2401 Virginia Avenue, NW 

(202) 835-8383 

Wednesdays 7:30am - 8: 15am 



Rachel's Women's Center 
1222 11'" Street, NW 
(202)682-1005 
Thursdays 12:30pm- 1:30pm 



So Others Might Eat (SOME) 

60 Street, NW 

(202) 797-8806 

Fridays 1 :00pm - 2:Q0pm 



Virginia Williams Resource Cntr 
25 M Street, SW 
(202) 724-3932 
Wednesday 12:30- 1:30pm 



^'f:t:}^:f^^^^'''^^^^^^^^ 16"^ Street, NW, 20036 

202 452-8253, Fax (202) 452-8255, www.weavein.orp n.-. Barbara Laur, Interim Dir 
Legal services: civil protection orders; divorce; custody; child support; immi action 
issues; dissolution of joint debt and other issues related to domesdc viden" Case 
management; counseling; community outreach. Women 18 year and older, who have 
used the seivices of domestic violence emergency services within the past 24 months. 
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Whitman- Walker Clinic Legal Services - 1701 14'" Street NW 20009 

(202) 939-7627, Fax (202) 939-765 1 , Dan Bruner, Director www.wwc nr^ 

Civil legal services for people living with HIV/AffiS. Public entitlements; child custody 

discrimination in employment, housing, & public accommodations- debt 

counseling & bankruptcy; estate planning; immigration. Walk-in clinic: Mondays only 

6. 30pm to 8:30pm. Other hours by appt. 
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